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Genesis 18:10-15 
Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your 
wife will have a son.” 
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. Abraham and 
Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah 
laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have 
this pleasure?” 
Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, 
now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed 
time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 
Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” 
But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 
 
“I saw in his hand a long spear of gold, and at the iron's point there seemed to be a little 
fire. He appeared to me to be thrusting it at times into my heart…to leave me all on fire 

 



 

with a great love of God. The pain was so great…yet so surpassing was the sweetness of 
this excessive pain, that I could not wish to be rid of it…I pray God of His goodness to 
make him experience it who may think that I am lying.” 

-​  Teresa of Avila 
 
Genesis 17:15-19 
God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her 
name will be Sarah. I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so 
that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” Abraham fell 
facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years 
old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” 
 
Genesis 18:10-12 
“I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” 
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. Abraham and 
Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah 
laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have 
this pleasure?”  
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Matthew 6:31-33 
“Do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18-19 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message  
of reconciliation.  
 
Philippians 4:6-7 

 



 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds  
in Christ Jesus. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:7-9 
I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  
 
John 8:34-36 
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed.” 
 
Psalm 34:18 
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
 
Genesis 18:13-14 
The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now 
that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time 
next year, and Sarah will have a son.”  
 
Jeremiah 32:17 
Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth  
by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too  
hard for you.  
 
“Sometimes wishing is the wings the truth comes true on. Sometimes the truth is what 
sets us wishing for it.” 

-​ Frederick Buechner  
 
 

 


